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Reagan administration's 
I suspected entanglement in 
■ funding the Nicaraguan re- 
M sistance with arms sales to 
Iran has prompted Senate Intelli- 
gence Committee Vice Chairman 
Patrick Leahy, Democrat of Ver- 
mont, to respond that he isn’t inter- 
ested in resignations but in indict- 
ments and prison terms. 

Whether the affair stops at the 
level of a political circus or develops 
into a criminal prosecution, the ac- 
complishments and goals of the Rea- 
gan agenda could be unraveled, pull- 
ing down in the process the effort to 
restore American power and influ- 
ence in world affairs. 

Ultimately at stake is the con- 
servatives’ challenge to the estab- 
lishment view that American power 
is a source of tension, hostility, and 
instability in international affairs 
and cannot be exercised without 
broad-based consent in the world 
community 

•u,l n o ^ 1 !] g , m0nths the question, 
What did he know and when did he 
know it, ' and the power struggle that 
turns on the answer will produce a 
drama sufficiently rich in implica- 
tions to divert attention from other I 
fundamental questions. It is even j 
possible that we will pay the cost of 
another assault on the presidency 
without learning the lessons that the 
episode has to teach. 

One lesson is that Congress no 
longer believes in the separation of 
powers and has been expanding its 
own power into the domain of the 
presidency This raises problematic 
questions about the weight given to 
the national interest in the political 
process, because, as Republican 

tnldThr'w , Goldwater of Arizona 
told The Washington Post in his fare- 
well interview last month. Congress 
today represents far narrower inter- 
ests than previously. 

When he was first elected to Con- 
gress, members ’put their country 

hnr° r ,V heir dlstrict or their state? 
ut the average member of Con- 

gress today puts more importance 
on his district or his state than he 
does on his country.” 

The declining ability of represen- 
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tative government to act in the na- 
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It is easy to see how the erosion of 
presidential power leads ° n f 
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Hou Se only to discover that there is 
httle power there. 
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rai If , C a e ^ eagan Presidency is un- 
raveled it might be the final defeat 

aS e " tlal resistance to bureau- 
cratic government. 

Another lesson is that pragma 
tists who find power more enticing 
than principle work to deprive the 
administration of “inflexible” voices 

hJT n ? ipl ? Thls clears ^e wav for 
he dealmakers who enjoy the action 
fonts own sake. Peopli who stick £ 

ter ones 6 make feWCr deais ’ but bet ’ 

The pragmatist takeover of the 
Keagan administration, cheered by 
the media, guaranteed the de- 
struction of a principled . foreign 
policy. The shifting winds of prag- 
matic policies make it easv for those 
inclined to action to lose their way 

, other lessons to be 

learned. A country that flays itself 
before a world audience will not be 
taken seriously in world affairs re- 
gardless of the size of its GNP or the 
number of its warheads. We can ra- 
tionalize that we are giving govern- 
ments of men a lesson in the rule of 


spectacle. Mostgovem b * ° St iirthe 
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Presidents find it difficSftm"® that 
sophisticated bureaS™? r ger , our 

raised on a dipr nf c l- ^ ^ elite 
But without faith°m k or C1Sm t0 do 
our leaders are fo^Jn Principles, 
and manipulator r ' e d d rh mt0 Secrec >’ 
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